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Last week Sandinista leaders began informing their supporters to prepare for major political
changes in Nicaragua soon because of the regional peace plan. Under the accord, the changes must
take effect by Nov. 7, providing "outside forces" (read US) halt their support for the contras. The
government has officially supported the accord since it was signed Aug. 7, but only last week did
Sandinista leaders begin meeting with party militants to discuss its implications. Bayardo Arce, the
Sandinista leader assigned to supervise pro-government "mass organizations" and member of the
FSLN (Sandinista National Liberation Front) directorate, made several speeches emphasizing the
scope of the changes that may be imminent. On Sept. 2, he told organizers of the Sandinista Defense
Committees: "The signing of the peace accord is not just a new element in domestic and regional
politics, but a matter of transcendent historical importance. It is a situation absolutely different from
the one we have lived with until today. Naturally, we have to prepare ourselves for this eventuality."
Arce said that if the peace accord came into force, it would allow Nicaragua to use its resources to
resolve social problems rather than to fight a war. But he said the accord would also mean "full
freedom for internal political forces to express their views and to seek support for their positions."
Another member of the directorate, Minister of Agrarian Reform Jaime Wheelock, told Sandinista
militants they might soon face "a very complex situation which demands changes in attitudes,
styles, structures and tasks." He said anti-government prisoners were likely to be released, "some
of them repentant and other who are not, and who we will see on the streets." Wheelock said that
amnesty means "forgiving and forgetting." However, he added, in some cases this is not possible.
As an example, he mentioned the murderers of newspaper editor Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, who are
currently imprisoned. Chamorro was killed by assassins on the order of Nicaragua's former dictator,
Anastasio Somoza. An editorial in BARRICADA urged militants to take an "active and renewed
political belligerence." The newspaper said, "There should not be any place where Nicaraguans
who have made the revolutionary program their own stand silently while others charge up the
disinformation batteries." Nicaragua is the first Central American country to constitute the fourmember National Reconciliation Commission charged with monitoring compliance with the
accord. The commission is headed by Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo. The peace accord urges
governments to reach cease-fires with rebel armies, but the Sandinistas have consistently refused to
talk to the contra leaders, insisting instead on talks with Washington. The commission must decide
who should negotiate with whom. In addition, the accord requires the issuance of an amnesty,
and the commission is charged with determining what constitutes a legitimate amnesty. Cardinal
Obando y Bravo has indicated he favors releasing all prisoners jailed for anti-Sandinista activities,
including more than 2,000 members of the deposed National Guard. But Interior Minister Tomas
Borge would say only that "some people will be freed." (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 09/04/87;
NEW YORK TIMES, 09/06/87)
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